THAT $60,000. 


Mr. Mercier’s reasons for granting 
$60,000 to the Protestants, as given 
by him in his speech in the House 
at Quebec, and reported in the De- 
bates of the Legislature for 1888 | 


[TRANSLATION. | 
“ Now, we should ratify this arrangement for another reason. It 


is because there is to be a reasonable indemnity in favor of the 
Protestants. It may be asked, why should we grant $60,000 to the 
Protestants ? Some do not find that just; others ask me why we do 
not grant more. We therefore find ourselves between two difficulties. 
Well, then, we grant $60,000 to the Protestants for two reasons. In 
the first place. because we are going to take from the COMMON TREA- 
SURY to pay the $400,000. Now, the Protestants contribute to the 
treasury as well as the Catholics. They are one-seventh. We give 
them a little more than a seventh of the $400,000. They are a litle less 
than a seventh; but it must not be forgotten that the Protestants are 
generally very rich, and that entitles them to a little more than 
what they would strictly have a right to. : 

It should also be kept in mind that they pay a considerable sum 
on account of their wealth (leurs fortunes) and this sum (?.e., the $460,000) 
is to be taken from the COMMON TREASURY in which they deposit 
their portion. Now, could we have given more? It would not hare 
been just. We have given them this compensation solely for them- 
selves. 

Instead of having the distribution made by the Pope, which 
certainly would not have been pleasing to them, we have it made by 
the Protestant Committee of Public Instruction. Its authority is 
recognized. An observation was made to me the other day by the 
Honourable Member for Brome. He would have liked it better if 
this sum had gone to Primary schools. There is no doubt that the 
Protestant Committee will favourably receive such a suggestion ; 
but we have nothing to do with that, and we would be mistaken 
(mal vus) if we were to interfere with this distribution.” 


